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Welcome: QS World University
Rankings® Arab World 2020

Selina Griffin
Rankings Manager
QS Quacquarelli Symonds

Welcome to the QS World University
Rankings: Arab Region 2020 - our unique
bespoke analysis of the best universities

across 16 of the region’s nations.

This year, we are pleased to report that we
have again manged to extend the number
of universities from the region that we are
able to feature in the published table: 130,
up from 120 last year. This extension enables
us to showcase, and offer independent
comparative data on, additional institutions
in the region, which reflects both the work
of the team in engaging with this higher
education ecosystem, and the work that
universities in that ecosystem are doing

to provide valid data.

This year, the methodology remains the
same as it did in 2019 when we introduced
International Research Network as a new
indicator: one which combines research
data from Elsevier's Scopus database with
an international dimension. This means
that valid year-on-year performance

comparisons can be made.

Dr. Shadi Hijazi
Senior Consultant
QS Quacquarelli Symonds

The methodology for the Arab Region ranking
is now based on ten indicators, some of
which you may recognise from our World
University Rankings exercise, published
annually in June. The Academic and Employer
Reputation metrics form the cornerstone of
this ranking, amounting collectively to 50% of
the overall scoring system. The status of the
reputational indicators in our methodology

reflect that, in order to be considered a




world-class university (even at a regional
level), you should be thought of as one by the

global academic and employer communities.

The Employer Reputation indicator is also
of considerable worth both to QS and to

students who value their university studies

due to the career benefits they might provide.

In contrast to the World University Rankings,
in the regional rankings, the two reputational
indicators are reweighted, so that 20% of

an institution’s final score is attributed to
Employer Reputation and 30% given to
Academic Reputation (as opposed to 10% and

40% in the World University Rankings).

The other eight indicators making up the
Arab Region methodology are: Faculty/
Student ratio, Papers per Faculty, Citations
per Paper, Staff with PhD, proportion of
International Faculty and proportion of
International Students, Web Impact and,
as aforementioned, International Research
Network. More details about all of these
indicators, what they mean, and how they
are used can be found in the Methodology

section of this supplement.

We hope that you enjoy - and derive

serviceable insight from - this longer, 2020

edition of our Arab Region Ranking.
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Overview: QS World University
Rankings® Arab World 2020

Dr. Shadi Hijazi
Senior Consultant
QS Quacquarelli Symonds

The 2020 edition of the QS University
Rankings: Arab Region sees King Abdul Aziz
University (KAU) become the new regional
leader for the first time. It has usurped King
Fahd University of Petroleum & Minerals
(KFUPM), which has fallen to third position.
American University of Beirut (AUB) retains
second position, having become the only
university to lead this ranking not from

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in 2018.

King Abdul Aziz University (KAU) is one of
the oldest academic institutions in Saudi
Arabia and has risen during its 50 years of
history to become recognized as a leading
Arab university. Its performance in the
rankings is contingent upon outstanding
performance in our reputational indicators:
it ranks 2nd for Academic Reputation and
3rd regionally for Employer Reputation. Of
particular significance is the university’s
improving status among employers,
reflecting its contribution to transforming the
Saudi economy. Its research performance is
also among the best in the region: it ranks
fourth regionally for Papers per Faculty (PPF)

which measures research productivity; 2nd
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regionally for Citations per Paper (CPP),
which measures research impact; and

2nd regionally for International Research
Network, which measures the diversity of an

institution’s research collaborations.

In these two latter indicators, it is second
only to its compatriot, King Abdullah
University of Science & Technology (KAUST),
which is the Arab Region’s finest research
university. KAUST is number-one for both
Papers per Faculty and Citations per Paper,
while also achieving the 6th-highest score
for the International Research indicator.
However, KAUST does not feature in the
overall ranking table, as it is rendered
ineligible due to its non-provision of

undergraduate teaching programs.

As in previous editions, Saudi Arabia remains
the strongest performer overall with three

universities in the top 10. KAU and KFUPM are
joined by King Saud University (KSU), which
drops from 4th to 6th. A further 23 Saudi

Arabian institutions feature among the 131
institutions in the list. However, the results

also make evident a notable performance



between the top-ranked Saudi institutions

- KAU, KFUPM, KSU - and their compatriots.
Umm Al-Qura University (UQU), King Khalid
University (KKU), King Faisal University (KFU),
Alfaisal University, and Imam Abdulrahman
Bin Faisal University (IAU) are all ranked

between 20th and 40th.

Debuting in this list of top Arabian
universities are three young public
universities from Saudi Arabia: the
University of Tabuk, Jazan University, and
Al Baha University. These debutants serve
as a testimony to the efforts made by the
nation’s higher education stakeholders to
improve the system'’s strength in depth:

a necessary characteristic of any leading

higher education nation.

Egypt, the most populous Arab nation, is also
significantly-represented in our rankings:

it possesses 22 ranked universities, second
only to Saudi Arabia. Four other countries
have more than ten institutions in the list:
Jordan with 16, United Arab Emirates with 13,
Iraq with 12, and Lebanon with 10. Highly-
ranked Egyptian universities include the
American University in Cairo (9th, down one
place on last year's performance and five
places on its 2017 performance); and Cairo

University (11th, no change).

The American University still retains

strong reputations among academics and
employers, as well as a strong web presence.
It ranks 5th for Academic Reputation, 4th

for Employer Reputation, and 3rd for Web

Impact. It is outperformed reputationally,

however, by Cairo University, which is the
region's leading university for the Academic
Reputation indicator and the region’s
second-best university according to the

Employer Reputation metric.

The commendable performance of Egyptian
institutions in our reputational indicators

is also made manifest by Alexandria
University and Ain Shams University, which
are among the region’s 15 best universities
according to both academics and employers
surveyed by QS. However, the region’s top
universities, when universities are evaluated
by employers, are in Lebanon: American
University of Beirut is the regional number-
one for Employer Reputation, and is joined
the top 10 for this indicator by compatriot

Lebanese American University (8th).

Once again, the region’s most international
universities can be found in the United

Arab Emirates. This reflects the nation’s
reputation as a destination country for
internationally mobile, highly-skilled
professionals. The UAE is home to the 12 of
the 15 universities possessing the highest
proportion of international faculty in the
region: only three Saudi Arabian universities
disrupt this monopoly. They are the research
powerhouse KAUST, Prince Mohammad Bin
Fahd University, a dynamic private institution
in the Eastern Province of Saudi Arabia; and
Effat University, the first non-profit private

university for women in Saudi Arabia.
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Our International Student Ratio indicator
follows a less uniform trend. Emirian
institution Zayed University prioritizes
the recruitment of national students, thus
attaining a lower score for this indicator.
However, seven of the ten Arabian
universities with the highest International

Student Ratio scores are still Emirian.

The International Research Network
indicator was introduced in the previous
edition of Arab Region rankings to assess
the degree of international diversity present
in each university's research collaboration
network. The indicator is characterized by
strong performances from universities in
Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates,
which are, respectively, represented by four
and two universities in the top ten for this
indicator. The top two institutions are KSU
and KAU from Saudi Arabia, followed by Cairo
University, Sultan Qaboos University (Oman)

and Qatar University.

The University of Jordan remains among
the regional top 10. It is one of the region’s
strongest all-round performers, with high
scores achieved for QS's reputational
indicators, Web Impact, Staff with PhD,

and Papers per Faculty.

It is, however, not scoring well for our
internationalization metrics, or for Faculty/
Student Ratio. This weaker performance in
the Faculty/Student Ratio indicator is also
evident in large national universities across
various countries: Jordan, Egypt, Algeria and

Palestine. Iraqi national universities, on the

8 QS World University Rankings Arab World 2020

other hand, are characterized by low student/
faculty ratios, but equally low scores for our
research indicators. Even the top two Iraqi
institutions - Baghdad University (ranked

19 overall) and Kufa (ranked 35) - are well
outside the top 100 for the Papers per Faculty
research indicator, and neither rank among

the top 50 for Citations per Paper.

Qatar University is, as ever, the only Qatari
university to feature, rising from 6th to
4th. Like the University of Jordan, the
institution’s performance derives from
consistently strong results across the
various indicators: it ranks 13th for Faculty/
Student Ratio, 11th for Citations per Paper,
6th for Papers per Faculty, and 5th for

International Research Network.

Our final indicator, Web Impact is derived
from Webometrics data. Here, Saudi,
Lebanese, Egyptian, and Jordanian

universities are among the regional leaders.

The QS World University Rankings: Arab
Region capture the performance of the
region’s universities in multifaceted, rigorous,
yet comparable ways. In using the results,
itis crucial to note that, because we seek

to provide comparable results, a lower

overall ranking does not necessarily note
deteriorating performance. Universities in the
region are, more than ever, eager to develop
and receive international recognition, and

competition is intensifying.



What can't
you do with an
DEAKIN exoskeleton?

UNIVERSITY

It might not turn you into Iron Man,

but Lockheed Martin's new-generation
FORTIS passive exoskeleton - enhanced
by Deakin University researchers - can

certainly offer a taste of super-power.

Launched to the defence sector in 2014,
the FORTIS exoskeleton is now being
refined by Deakin’s Institute for Intelligent
Systems Research and Innovation (IISRI),
and is entering a new phase of non-military
applications.

FORTIS is a passive exoskeleton that can
make tools weighing up to 16 kilograms feel
weightless. It has potential anywhere heavy
lifting is required, like mining, aerospace,
automotive, heavy manufacturing, or
emergency services.

‘The project has, so far, focussed on
quantified design and fabrication of additional
components, with biomechanical and

loading analysis of the FORTIS exoskeleton,’
explained Dr Darius Nahavandi, who led the
intitial 12-month project as part of his PhD at
IISRI. ‘But we expect this will be an ongoing
project and we’ll continue to work on further
refinements.’

The IISRI team are excited by FORTIS's
potential in the mining industry — a huge
industry in Australia that faces a relatively
high incidence of injury and time-consuming
processes.

‘For many people working in heavy industries,
working on a curved surface in three
dimensions can be back-breaking. If you
support the back and shoulders, you minimise
the risk of injury and can perform a task for
much longer,’ said Dr Nahavandi.

Learn more about the great work taking place
at ISRI by visiting deakin.edu.au/iisri.

Deakin University CRICOS Provider Code 00113B
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111-120  GERMAN UNIVERSITY IN CAIRO EG - 71.8 24.7 15.0 40.5 12.3 N - - 45.5
61-70 ISLAMIC UNIVERSITY IN MADINAH SA - 38.9 21.2 - - 67.4 93.0 100.0 - 57.9
49 PRINCE SULTAN UNIVERSITY SA - - 65.7 41.4 45.8 96.3 - 74.2 431 37.3
37 UNIVERSITY OF BABYLON 1Q 37.7 - 44.6 15.0 34.6 - 19.6 = 3515 79.2
UNIVERSITY OF DUBAI AE - - 23.4 72.9 - 100.0 100.0 99.7 - -
6170 JcégBSSA‘i’g‘,{,‘l’ BRIGEATEUNEEN, g . - 366 148 816 256 454 154 380 656
6170 VAN MOHAMED IBN SAUD ISLAMIC SA - - 203 - 640 253 459 366 684 663
51-60 %’é:#gfgéﬁsg&g%" SCENCEAN Kw . - 181 624 548 990 100.0 56.1 a 40.0
71-80 JEDDAH UNIVERSITY SA - - 84.2 16.7 455 89.6 87.8 43.5 36.7 -
43 MUSTANSIRIYAH UNIVERSITY 1Q - - 68.5 - - - 75.8 - 26.2 32.8
6170 NAJRAN UNIVERSITY SA - - 681 165 100.0 83.6 99.0 7.0 336 453
91-100  PRINCESS MOURAH BINT ABDULRAHMAN A - - 40 - - 408 473 613 - 400
40 UNIVERSITY OF BASRAH 1Q 39.8 - 34.3 - 534 22.7 47.9 -
51-60 UNIVERSITY OF KHARTOUM SD 34.0 53.9 27.8 52.9 78.5
61-70 UNIVERSITY OF TECHNOLOGY - IRAQ 1Q - - 99.9 20.8 37.3 - - - 42.9 44.8
46 AL AKHAWAYN UNIVERSITY IFRANE MA - - 271 511 38.9 54.6 76.7 6.4 o 58.3
91-100 BRITISH UNIVERSITY IN EGYPT EG - - 40.6 22.4 394 - - 10.5 34.7 -
71-80 ISLAMIC UNIVERSITY OF GAZA PS 34.7 - - 22.5 83.1 85.9 - 32.2 76.2
81-90 PHILADELPHIA UNIVERSITY AT JORDAN JO - - 19.5 18.5 - 30.5 80.5 99.9 - 66.8
81-90 QASSIM UNIVERSITY SA 34.3 - 29.7 - - 70.5 - 21.6 49.4 58.8
61-70 TANTA UNIVERSITY EG - - - 16.8 75.4 - 38.7 - 78.4 44.0
61-70 UNIVERSITE DE CARTHAGE TN - 72.3 25.6 32.7 - 39.6 - 71.6 =
81-90 UNIVERSITE DE MONASTIR N - 89.9 42.3 27.0 - 32.7 5.7 48.8 -
61-70 UNIVERSITE DE TUNIS EL MANAR TN 35.7 - 39.4 25.7 - - 43.4 = 61.7 =
7180 UNIVERSITY OF NIZWA oM - - 382 368 797 994 ; 203 408 -
81-90 AL BALQA APPLIED UNIVERSITY JO - - 18.5 18.7 39.5 3.1 73.6 17.4 42.2 54.0
101-110 EFFAT UNIVERSITY SA - - 31.8 29.8 62.3 99.8 100.0 49.1 - -
81-90 PRINCE MOHAMMAD BIN FAHD UNIVERSITY SA - - 22.4 39.2 85.7 100.0 49.0 30.6 = 354
81-90 PRINCE SATTAM BIN ABDULAZIZ UNIVERSITY SA - 62.2 17.7 36.1 72.8 - 5.6 68.0 33.3
7180 SUDAN UNIVERSITY OF SCIENCE AND o - - 523 - - : : 64 267 482
91100  TAIBAH UNIVERSITY sA : . - 202 484 686 ; 139 695 485
81-90 UNIVERSITE DE SOUSSE TN - 82.4 - 42.1 - - - 29.4 -
51-60 UNIVERSITE MOHAMMED V DE RABAT MA 41.1 - - 47.6 - - 62.0 55.8
71-80 UNIVERSITY OF KERBALA 1Q 44,7 - 30.0 = 335 = = o
71-80 ZAGAZIG UNIVERSITY EG - - - 19.0 55.4 - 25.1 - 80.1 46.5
91-100 AL ZAYTOONAH UNIVERSITY JO - - - 24.2 78.1 14.5 95.6 93.4 o 39.6
81-90 ?&E'*R’I‘(é)/?_l\cl)gL\IIVERSITY OF SCIENCE AND LB ~ 52.2 25.4 B 6.2 B 37.9 _
101-110 ﬁ;’rfsfﬁ SCIENCERRIVATEIUEIVERCTIV o . - 250 317 302 364 8.5 990 - .
7180 o o E TECHNOLOGY g . - 557 145 - 3.8 - 383 - 58.1
81-90 BENHA UNIVERSITY EG - - - 68.2 - 50.3 20.1 64.3 69.9
101-110 BENI-SUEF UNIVERSITY EG - - - 23.9 77.4 49 54.8 - 74.0 31.7
91-100 MINIA UNIVERSITY EG - - 31.9 16.7 50.8 - 60.8 - 59.7 43.7
101-110 MUTAH UNIVERSITY JO - - - 19.2 - 9.3 100.0 37.4 - 354
48 | TECHNOLOGIE HOUARLEOUMERIENE bz - - 399 433 - - - - 394 468
71-80 UNIVERSITE HASSAN II DE CASABLANCA MA - - - 20.8 31.2 - 80.2 7.2 69.1 -
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Methodology: QS World University
Rankings® Arab World 2020

Selina Griffin
Rankings Manager
QS Quacquarelli Symonds

The QS World University Rankings Arab
Region 2020 sees no major methodological
changes since the 2019 edition, in

which the IRN (International Research
Network) indicator was applied to the

region for the first time.

This regional methodology differs from that
used for the QS World University Rankings®,
although readers familiar with our flagship
piece will recognise some indicators. The
unique approach adopted for the regional
rankings is based on feedback collected
from the region, the expert identification

of those factors of most importance to

the region’s universities and other tertiary
education stakeholders, and the availability
of data. Like QS’s other rankings, it examines
university performance according to four key
aspects of their mission: teaching, research,

employability and internationalization.

Ten indicators are used to form this

regional university ranking:
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Indicators

30% Academic reputation
20% Employer reputation
10% Faculty student ratio
10% International research network
10% Papers per faculty

5% Citations per faculty

5% Staff with PhD

5% Web impact

2.5% International students
2.5% International faculty

Global reputation
Academic reputation 30%

Results are derived from the annual survey
conducted by QS, which is designed to
evaluate the perceptions of academics
worldwide regarding the best research
institutions in the world. For this 2020
edition, over 94,000 responses were recorded
globally, making this the world’s largest
repository of expert insight into institutional

academic performance.



Employer reputation 20%

Results are derived from the annual QS
Employer Survey, which collates the views
of employers around the world regarding
the relative abilities of institutions to
provide successful, employable graduates.
For the 2020 edition, almost 45,000

responses were analysed.
Research

Citations per papers 5% /
papers per faculty 10%

For the regional rankings we adopt a slightly
different approach to that used for the overall
QS World University Rankings®. We use two
indicators to evaluate institutional research
productivity - in the form of Papers per
Faculty - and research impact, using Citations
per Paper. As with the QS World University
Rankings®, we are using a publications
window of papers published between
2013-2017 and a six-year citation window

encompassing 2013 through 2018.

These indicators are calculated using
data from Elsevier’'s Scopus database.
Furthermore, only those institutions
producing more than 100 papers in the
last five years are eligible for the citations
per faculty indicator. The rest of the data
is treated in the same way as for the QS

World University Rankings®: self-citations

are excluded from the analysis, the paper
and citations data are normalized, ensuring
the citations achieved in each of the five
broad faculty areas are weighted equally,
and a variable affiliation cap is in place to
exclude any anomalous results where a
paper has an extraordinarily high number of

affiliations for its field.

International research

network 10%

Using Scopus data in the same publishing
window as the rest of the research
indicators (above), this indicator made
its debut in last year's evaluation of

the Arab region’s universities. The
indicator uses the Margalef Index to
assess the degree of international
diversity of each evaluated institution’s
research collaborations. This indicator
uniquely combines research with
internationalization to offer insight into

university performance.
Teaching commitment

Student to faculty ratio 10%

This is the ratio between the number

of academic staff and number of
students. A higher number of teachers
per student is perceived as an indirect
indicator of institutional commitment to

high-quality teaching.

QS World University Rankings Arab World 2020
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Staff with phd 5%

The Staff with PhD is a proxy measure for
teaching quality. It reflects a university's
commitment to ensuring that they are
acquiring faculty members with expertise

in their field - a commitment that can be
expected to lead to improved research and
teaching alike. This indicator is also one cited

by students as being important to them.

This indicator, alongside the ‘Student to
Faculty Ratio’ metric, measures a university’s
commitment to facilitating high-quality

interaction between teachers and students.
Internationalization

International faculty 2.5%

The international Faculty Index measures

the proportion of faculty members at an
institution that are international. It is a proxy
measure for how internationally attractive the

university is to academic staff.

18 QS World University Rankings Arab World 2020

International students 2.5%

Similar in nature to the International Faculty
Index, the International Students Index is
based on the proportion of students that are
international. It is a proxy measure for how
internationally attractive the university is to
students. Attracting international faculty and
students can be challenging for institutions
that have not yet received high levels of
international recognition - at least when

compared to household university names.
Web impact 5%

This indicator seeks to assess the
effectiveness with which institutions are
making use of new technologies. Baseline
information is provided by the Ranking
Web of Universities (www.webometrics.
info), although the results are refactored to
exclude the Excellence indicator, which is
already considered in the metrics related to

scientific research.
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QS PARTNERS
WITH INSTITUTIONS
AROUND THE WORLD

to meet strategic objectives, manage international
partnerships, and inform strategies through
evidenced-based decision making.

With our bespoke, data-rich services, institutions can:

Boost Improve
their internationalization
brand & recruitment efforts

Improve
performance

Enhance
strategy

Optimize
‘reputation
-

¥

Find out more at .
www.gs.com







Where Knowledge
Is Applied And Dreams Realised

= Electrical Engineering, Electronics Engineering Technology,
o Telecommunication Technology and Medical Electronics

t Mechanical Engineering, Mechatronics, Manufacturing,
5- Applied Electronics and Automotive Technology

§° Design, Manufacturing and
“= Engineering Business Management

Information Technology, Networking System,
Multimedia and Animation

Medicine, Pharmacy and Health Sciences

Aviation and Aircraft Maintenance Technology

@ Medical Science Technology
-
w

Marine Engineering Technology

Accounting, Business Administration, Entrepreneurship,
= Islamic Finance, International Business,
Management, Marketing and Tourism

Welding, Air Conditioning and Industrial Refrigeration,
Mechanical Engineering and
Industrial Maintenance Technology

i

Quality Engineering, Process Instrumentation,
Facilities Maintenance and Industrial Logistic

LU
Chemical Engineering and Bioengineering Technology

Q Railway Technology
//\

www.unikl.edu.my
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EduData
summit

] June 10th - 11th, 2020

@ Delegates Dining Room at The United Nations. New York, United States

Data & analytics in
higher education

Learn the best tools and practices

to manage your data towards
increasing efficiencies and improving
processes within your university

and business schools.

Early-bird tickets available now

Secure your place at
www.edudatasummit.com

Powered by:

QS Rankings Summit

Taking place on June 12th, thisis a
unique one-day seminar in which
industry experts will provide insights
on how to maximize your institution’s
potential, measured by the QS
methodologies used to create the QS

World University Rankings.

More information
www.edudatasummit.com




CAIRO UNIVERSITY (Founded in 1908)

EGYPT'S PREMIER PUBLIC UNIVERSITY

LARGEST UNIVERSITY IN EGYPT & MENA REGION
® 230,000 Students

@ 12,000 Faculty Members

® 8,000 TAs & RAs

® 24,000 Admin Staff

CAIRO UNIVERSITY OFFERS . o ,
@ World Class Higher Education CU is among the oldest three
@ State of Art Research universities in the Arab region
@ Effective Community Services - -

RANKED AMONG TOP WORLD UNIVERSITIES
THREE NOBLE PRIZE LAUREATES ARE PROMINENT ALUMNI

SEVERAL GRADUATES RECEIVED PRESTIGIOUS
NATIONAL & INTERNATIONAL AWARDS

25 FACULTIES & INSTITUTES COVERING

VARIOUS ACADEMIC DISCIPLINES

® Engineering, Humanities, Social, Basic, & Health Sciences
@ 17 Teaching Hospitals (4000 Beds)

® Excellence Centers, Central Laboratories, & Central Library

CU: International branch (Est. April 2018)
STRONG COMMITMENT TOWARDS INTERNATIONAL EXPOSURE

and EXCHANGE OF KNOWLEDGE BOTH IN EDUCATION & RESEARCH

® World-Class International Staff & Student Exchange

@ Distance Learning Programmes

@ International Collaboration with Top Ranked Universities

JOIN US: www.cu.edu.eg
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UNI\/ERSIDAD PRIVADA BOI_I\/IANA

YOU CAN BE

BIG

IN A SMALL
COUNTRY

The Best Private University of Bolivia

*QS Ranking *
MBA Top 15 Top Awards Best Quality
Business Schools in Research Quality Research of Bolivian
in Latin America *BolivianMinisiry of EdUcolcH Private Universities

*America Economia *ResearchGate



MAPLE2020 ... ...

magma)um&uh :

y, - PRINCE MOHAMMAD EIN;.H.HD UHWEHElT:I' .
fiddle East and Africa

BUILDING WORLD-CLASS UNIVERSITIES
IN THE MIDDLE EAST

o T w-r'lm-:mw e TRl WIS S P

1 AL

1 -3 MARCH 2020
.
Q Manama, BAHRAIN

ﬁ REGISTER NOW at www.gsmaple.org




BELFAST

qub.ac.uk

QUEEN'S
UNIVERSITY ;

MAKING A

DIFFERENCE

THROUGH OUR
IMPACT IN THE

WORLD -

% UNIVERSITY
=3 RANKINGS I

TOP 200
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